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     Highland-Augusta and Central Valley Mission Communities once again generously sponsored a one-week 
mission trip to Baja California, Mexico in July 2009.   This was the tenth consecutive year and eleventh trip that 
Shenandoah Presbytery has made to Colonia Vicente Guerrero, approximately 200 miles south of San Diego, 
CA. 
 
     The team of 43 people comprised of members from 12 congregations built three houses for needy Oaxacan 
Indian farm laborers.  The teams received profiles of the families about a month before the trip, allowing 
congregations to know and pray about the families they would be supporting through their teams.  Relationships 
are stressed as the most important part of the mission, both with the Oaxacans and the missionaries at the local 
mission base, IDT, and with other members of the team.  Through this continued mission work we have seen 
strong relationships develop between team members and families they have built homes for in past years, as 
visiting old friends in the colonias is a highlight for many returning team members.  Team members have also 
built long-term and lasting friendships with the missionaries who live and work in Mexico. 
 
     Living in shacks often built of tarpaper, plastic sheeting, and flattened cardboard boxes, and nearly always 
with a dirt floor, the Oaxacans are exposed to the elements and bacteria in the soil, with no chance of keeping 
their homes or themselves clean. The houses we construct, though not the traditional houses we know, are 
nonetheless very nice wooden structures built on a concrete slab.  With the ability to customize each house 
according to family wants and needs with two, three or four rooms, the houses provide the flexibility to have a 
kitchen and separate bedrooms, with an option for a family room.   
 
     Each house measures 20 x 22 feet.  The cost of a house in 2009 was $3,600.  Paint, used mattresses, used 
furniture, household items, groceries, an outhouse, a bathhouse, and lumber for building beds, shelves and 
kitchen counters for the families are additional expenses on each build site and this year averaged nearly $2,100 
per build. 
 
     The builds began on Monday afternoon and finished up late Thursday afternoon. Build teams had 13-16 
members and included a mix of youth and adults.  Because relationships are stressed as the most important part 
of the trip, a central focus of the work was to get to know the family members, interact with them and show the 
love of Jesus Christ.  Games and activities with the children included coloring and drawing, word games, 
soccer, and lots of piggy-back rides.  We also built “corn hole” game boards for each family and the mission 
base, and one team member had made eight sets of bean bags.  Lots of the Oaxacans, including children and 
adults alike, spent hours playing corn hole!  Adult family members and older children often helped the builders 
construct and paint their new homes.  Few adult males were present during the builds; the husband or older 
male children were working in the fields or were living in the U.S. 
 
     On several evenings team members piled into vans to visit families they had built houses for in past years.  
Gifts, hugs, meals, smiles, and even some tears were shared.  Some of the team members had made photo 
albums to take to the families, a treasured gift as most of these people have not seen photos of themselves and 
their families.  It was a wonderful evening of renewing old friendships.  It was also heartbreaking, as we learned 
that one family of seven had only one person working and they had no food to eat.  Team members bought food 
for the family and returned the next evening to deliver it.  In another family, the mother had been battling 
tumors in her breast and was undergoing multiple surgeries.  Team members were able to assist with some of 
her medical expenses. 
 



       Several outreach opportunities during the week to spread the love of Christ included trips to local churches 
and rehabilitation centers.   
 
       Although every year there are other teams staying at the mission base during the week we are there, this 
year we formed special bonds with a team of 21 people from a church in Washington State.  We worshiped, 
played, and laughed together, and practical jokes between the two groups were shared daily.  It was difficult to 
say goodbye to these new friends as well, and I have a sneaking suspicion it won’t be the last time we see some 
of them. 
 
       Four hundred sixty-two (462) people have now participated in the Baja Mission trips which began at 
Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church in 2000. The project has grown to include members of 31 congregations, 
and we have built 30 houses and two schools.  We have also built an addition to another house; rehabilitated a 
third schoolhouse; re-roofed another house; helped with the construction of a church; and installed a water 
purification system. Several other miscellaneous projects have been completed at the mission base and in the 
colonias over the years.  We have worked in nine different colonias (communities).  The Lord has blessed us 
with safe travels and changed the lives of many of our team members as well as the Oaxacan indigenous people 
we serve. 
 
       All team members are responsible for personal travel costs within the U.S.:  travel to and from San Diego, 
hotels, meals, ground transportation, airport parking, etc.  Money raised through fund-raising, grants, and 
donations covers the cost of the houses; extra building materials, paint, etc.; mattresses, used furniture, 
household goods, clothing and groceries for the families; and the $275 fee to cover lodging, meals and rental 
van travel in Mexico.  Those who are not members or active participants of congregations in Shenandoah 
Presbytery may participate, with the stipulation that they pay the travel/meals/lodging fee in Mexico of 
$275/person.  We are grateful to all those organizations, congregations and individuals who provided support.  
 
       Funds over and above what was necessary to support the trip were raised, and those funds were taken to 
Mexico and distributed.  On our final night at the mission base, the full team of 43 met to discuss ways in which 
the remaining funds should be used, and after prayerfully considering all the needs brought to the attention of 
the team, decisions were reached in a collaborative atmosphere.  Those benefiting included:  five different 
missionary families; a day care center; a senior center; mission kitchen staff; and a Oaxacan family who had no 
food.  Other “private” donations from several individual congregational teams went to assist other missionaries; 
indigenous families; and a child’s medical expenses. 
 
       Because the build teams over the past eight years have been comprised of members from multiple 
congregations, the trip affords the opportunity for everyone to make new friends within our own Presbytery and 
local area.  Many team members have become active in other mission initiatives, and many have called this a 
life-changing experience.  God truly is working his purpose out as strangers in our local community come 
together in the name of our Lord to travel across lines drawn in the sand to minister to those who have so little 
in the way of basic shelter, personal needs, and material goods and in many cases, do not know Our Lord.  Out 
of the love and caring of all who participate directly and those who provide generous donations, relationships 
have been forged, lives changed, shelters built, the love of Christ known. 
 
       Yes, we are making a difference!! 
 
      --Mac Sterrett, Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church 
         Fort Defiance, Virginia 
         macsterrett@comcast.net 
         August 2009 
 
Leadership Team:  Dan Williams, Staunton Second PC; Doug Sensabaugh, Massanutten PC; Rhonda Richie, 
Olivet PC; Dan Woodworth, Waynesboro First PC; Mac Sterrett, Augusta Stone PC 
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The Lost Crusaders (a.k.a. Bethel Presbyterian Church) 
 

   Andrew Heizer   Megan Smith   
   Lily Damico    Josh Smith 
   Olivia Damico    Peggy Smith 
   Derek Almarode   Jug Smith 
   Jenna Arneson    Keith Folsom 
   Adam Ritter    Kayla Folsom 
   Dustin Skillman   Ben Folsom 
   Elizabeth Hord   Charlotte Swortzel 

 
     The Lost Crusaders were blessed to have worked with Rosalba Garcia Hernandez and her three young boys: 
Aaron, Abram, and Antonio. At the beginning of the week we arrived to find our family all living in a small 
trailer that they were actually paying rent on. The family was very appreciative of our work and did not hesitate 
to help us whether it was nailing, painting, or carrying lumber. The house we built consisted of a room for the 
boys, a room for Rosalba, and a kitchen/living room combo.  
 
     The dedication ceremony was filled with emotion as green hands saw God’s presence with our family, and 
veterans were reminded of the importance of our mission to Baja. Our team not only built a house, we built a 
relationship with a family that gave us a gift much greater than four walls and a roof. They had given us their 
love and friendship. 
 
         -- Andrew Heizer 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The Rusty Nails 
 

Janet Brandon, Olivet 
Joe Brandon, Olivet 
Charles Clemmer, Olivet 
Donald Floyd, Olivet 
Bobby Hunter, Olivet 
Andrew Little, Olivet 
Rhonda Richie, Olivet 

Jessica Smiley, Olivet 
Karen Stevens, Olivet 
Doug Sensabaugh, Massanutten 
Connie Compton, Covenant 
Tom Compton, Covenant  
Emily Peterson, Covenant 
Mac Sterrett, Augusta Stone 

 
     You know, as I go into reporting on something like this, I start by feeling like there’s not much I can say that 
is unique. We, like the other groups, built a house in three and a half days with our only real construction 
problem being the occasional disappearance of tools onto the neighboring team’s build site. We had the good 
fortune of having an experienced, intelligent, and talented team that was able to successfully meet most other 
such challenges rather easily. 
 
      But obviously the house is not all there is to the Baja trip, and it is these other elements that make the 
experience so unique and wonderful. 
 
       While our team was a blessing, so was the family for whom we built. We received a home-cooked lunch 
every day on the build site, provided by the generous women of our household and neighborhood who spent so 
much time to make sure that we could be strengthened for our afternoon work. Our site was constantly 
surrounded by children who jumped in to help and just lifted our spirits by their smiles and laughter. We also 
were given the blessing of getting to know the neighbors, who rejoiced with and supported us and one another 
during the building process. As Mac Sterrett loves to say, it isn’t just about building houses; it’s also about 
building relationships. By the grace of God, all this and more materialized during our week on the site, and we 
are happy to know that our new friends now live in better health and safety than they previously did. Thanks be 
to God. 
 
          --  Emily Peterson 
 
      
 
 

  
 



 

Sin Nombres 
 

Cindy Bostic, Opequon 
Betty Dax, New Providence 
David Dax, Lexington 
Jeff Dearing, Moorefield 
Tara Dearing, Moorefield 
Tessa Dearing, Moorefield 
Jeff Williams, Moorefield 

Andy Easley, Staunton 2nd 
Dan Williams, Staunton 2nd 
Marcus Sensabaugh, Massanutten 
Jeff Walker, Bridgewater 
Dan Woodworth, Waynesboro 1st 
Scott Hashagen, Waynesboro 1st 

 
     The Sin Nombres Team built a house for Blanca Martinez 
Bravo and Jesus Espinoza, their son, Fabian, and Blanca’s sister, 
Araceli.  We built the standard double house with three rooms 
inside: two bedrooms in the back of the house, and a great room in 
the front.  The front room consisted of a kitchen, dining, and living 
room area.  The house was wired for electricity, including a light in 
the banos!   
 
     We joked that we built a “Tudor” home this year, because there 
are Tudors – two doors – one in the front, and one in the back.  
With the two doors, six windows, and whirlybird on the roof, there 
certainly is plenty of ventilation for this house! 
 
     We enjoyed the hospitality of our family, who daily kept us well supplied with sodas, including for those 
who needed diet drinks.  Also, they fed us lunch not one day, but all four days during the week.  Food ranged 
from some delicious spicy soups to tostadas and rice.  We repaid the favor by making sure the family was 
stocked with food, kitchen supplies, and furnishings for their new home, including a sofa and chair set, dining 
room table and chairs, and dressers and shelves in the bedrooms.  A dressing table with a mirror was purchased 
for Blanca, and we also built a six foot by ten foot counter in the kitchen for all of the food preparation. 
It was a great week, and hopefully not the last time we all build a house in a foreign country with our family and 
friends! 

 
--  Dan Williams 



  
Baja Mission Trip 
July 19 - 25, 2009 

      
Last  First  Church     
Sterrett Mac Augusta Stone    
Almarode Derek Bethel    
Arneson Jenna Bethel    
Damico Lily Bethel    
Damico Olivia Bethel    
Folsom Ben Bethel    
Folsom Kayla Bethel    
Folsom Keith Bethel    
Heizer Andrew Bethel    
Hord Elizabeth Bethel    
Ritter Adam Bethel    
Skillman Dustin Bethel    
Smith Jug Bethel    
Smith Josh Bethel    
Smith Meagan Bethel    
Smith Peggy Bethel    
Swortzel Charlotte Bethel    
Walker Jeff Bridgewater    
Compton Connie Covenant    
Compton Tom Covenant    
Peterson Emily Covenant    
Dax David Lexington    
Sensabaugh Doug Massanutten    
Sensabaugh Marcus Massanutten    
Dearing Jeff Moorefield    
Dearing Tara Moorefield    
Dearing Tessa Moorefield    
Williams Jeff Moorefield    
Dax Betty New Providence    
Brandon Janet Olivet     
Brandon Joe Olivet     
Clemmer Charles Olivet     
Floyd Donald Olivet     
Hunter Bobby Olivet     
Little Andrew Olivet     
Richie Rhonda Olivet     
Smiley Jessica Olivet     
Stevens Karen Olivet     
Bostic Cindy Opequon    
Easley Andy Staunton 2nd    
Williams Dan Staunton 2nd    
Hashagen Scott Waynesboro 1st    
Woodworth Dan Waynesboro 1st    
      
      
      
      

 



 
 Baja Mission Trip  

 
Participating 

Congregations  
 2000 - 2009  
   

 Church 
Mission 

Community 
1 Augusta Stone PC Highland-Augusta 
2 Berryville  PC Mountain Valley 
3 Bethany PC Highland-Augusta 
4 Bethel PC Highland-Augusta 
5 Bridgewater PC Central Valley 
6 Covenant PC Highland-Augusta 
7 Elkton PC Central Valley 
8 Finley Memorial PC Highland-Augusta 
9 Goshen PC Maury River 

10 Harrisonburg First PC Central Valley 
11 Hermitage PC Highland-Augusta 
12 Lexington Maury River 
13 Loch Willow PC Highland-Augusta 
14 Massanutten PC Central Valley 
15 Millboro PC Maury River 
16 Moorefield PC Potomac Highlands 
17 Mossy Creek PC Central Valley 
18 Mt. Horeb PC Highland-Augusta 
19 New Providence PC Maury River 
20 Olivet PC Highland-Augusta 
21 Opequon PC Mountain Valley 
22 Rocky Spring Maury River 
23 Smyrna PC Highland-Augusta 
24 St. John the Evangelist Catholic  
25 Staunton First PC Highland-Augusta 
26 Staunton Second PC Highland-Augusta 
27 Timber Ridge PC Maury River 
28 Trinity PC Central Valley 
29 Waynesboro First PC Highland-Augusta 
30 Waynesboro Second PC Highland-Augusta 
31 Westminster PC Highland-Augusta 
32 White Hill Church of the Brethren  
33 Zetta PC Highland-Augusta 

 



 

Baja Mission Trip 2009  

Receipts  
  

Organization  Total Donation  
Andy Easley $1,000.00 
Applebee's Pancake Breakfast $1,552.00 
Augusta Stone PC $1,249.00 
Bethel PC $5,500.00 
Central Valley Mission Community $2,000.00 
College of William & Mary Wesley Foundation $250.00 
Covenant PC $1,275.00 
David & Betty Dax $1,175.00 
Dixon2 LLC $25.00 
Don Tequila Mexican Restaurant $250.00 
Glenda Jackson $30.00 
Highland-Augusta Mission Community $2,400.00 
Hippeard $50.00 
Jalisco's Mexican Restaurant $460.00 
Jefferson Walker $500.00 
Moorefield PC $2,600.00 
Olivet PC $6,012.00 
Opequon PC $500.00 
Richardson $50.00 
Shenandoah Presbytery - Moffett Fund $2,000.00 
Shenandoah Presbytery - World-Wide Ministries $1,500.00 
Staunton Second PC $1,000.00 
T.J. Tysinger $25.00 
Waynesboro First PC $3,351.00 
Zetta PC $200.00 

Grand total receipts:  $33,954.00 
 



 
Baja Mission Trip 2009   

Disbursements   
   
Funds accounted for below do not include  participants' costs for travel, meals and lodging in the U.S., paid 
by participants out of personal funds   
   
*Additional monies were taken and distributed in Mexico by many of the congregational teams.  Those decisions were made by 
the individual church team members and are in addition to the "pooled" funds listed below.   Several thousand dollars were donated  
quietly in this manner and are not reflected in these numbers. See below for some of these donations. 

   
For:  Disbursed:   
Participant fees:  YWAM $11,825.00 Participant fees (43 x $275) 

Construction costs:  YWAM $10,800.00 Cost of 3 houses (3 x $3,600) 

Construction costs:  IDT $2,710.00 Extras (extra lumber, mattresses, extra windows, whirlybirds, outhouses, bathhouses, etc.) 

Construction costs:  IDT $425.00 Paint for three houses 

Family expenses (three Oaxacan 
families) $3,043.00 Family expenses on three build sites (used furniture; clothing; shoes; housewares; school supplies, etc.)

Donation to IDT $500.00 To support new youth center being built at IDT 

Donation to IDT $100.00 Firewood for beach communion service and mission base campfire circle 

Donation to IDT - Kitchen staff $100.00 Gift for kitchen staff 

Donation to Oaxacan Family $100.00 Food for family we had built for in the past 

Donation to La Huerta Guarderia $1,000.00 Day care center in Trique run by missionary Ruth-Ann Waterhouse 

Donation to missionary $1,000.00 Donation to support Dayna Murphy and her ministry (she was our YWAM leader) 

Donation to missionary $300.00 Steve Burns, for new church being established in Adolfo Lopez 

Donation to missionary $600.00 
Steve Burns, build supervisor (included gifts for Steve's two teenage sons who worked as build 
supervisors) 

Donation to missionary $300.00 Tom, build supervisor 

Donation to missionary $151.00 Renee Berry to help with living expenses 

Donation to senior center $1,000.00 To support a recently-opened senior center in Vicente Guerrero 

  $33,954.00   

   

Grand total disbursements: $33,954.00  

   

Contributions by category:    

Construction costs (total) $13,935.00   

Family expenses (total) $3,043.00   

Donations (total) $5,151.00   

Participant fees (total) $11,825.00   

   

Grand total disbursements: $33,954.00  

   

   

*Additional private team donations (not a complete 
list):   

Oaxacan family  $300.00  For mother's breast tumor surgery 

Oaxacan family  $200.00  For living expenses 

IDT missionary family $175.00  Undesignated 

IDT missionary family $175.00  Undesignated 

IDT missionary family $100.00  Undesignated 

IDT missionary family $600.00  For child's medical expenses 

Orphanage Music Program  $500.00  In memory of Marylou Wilson, Youth Music Director of Augusta Stone PC, to purchase recorders and violas

 
 
 
  


